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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It was great to see so many of you at Carols by Candlelight this week. Both concerts were fantastic and we are all 
incredibly proud of how brilliantly your children performed and behaved. It certainly has got us all into the Spirit 
of Christmas!    

We had over 150 people attending over two evenings and you have shared 
                                                          with us how much you enjoyed it. Any remaining money from ticket sales, 
                                                          after costs have been taken out, will go towards the purchasing of new 
                                                          microphones and amplification system over the next two years. 
                                                          We collected £55 at Willowbrook and this will be sent to Clic Sargent 
                                                          the leading cancer charity for children. 
 
 
After School Club and Breakfast Club 
As you will be aware, Little Stoke Primary School is taking over the running of After School Club from 8th January. 
Payments can be made via the online payment system and this will also act as youA booking too. Molly Elfring, 
Annie Llewellyn and Mandi Mulley will be sharing the running of After School Club and there are lots of exciting 
activities planned. Why not try an evening for your child? A full session costs £8.00 with a 20% discount for each 
subsequent child. Entry to Breakfast Club and After School Club will be through the outside door next to EYFS 
class. We will signpost this next term. 
 
After a price hold for the last three years, we unfortunately need to raise the price of breakfast club to £2.50 per 
day. This is still a very competitive price in comparison to many local schools. This will take effect from January 8th. 
 

Themes for term 3 
After Christmas classes begin their new themes which are as follows: 
EYFS: Let’s Grow  
Year 1: Slates and Spinning Tops 
Year 2: Colour my World 
Year 3:  Let’s Move! 
Year 4:  River Deep! Mountain High! 
Year 5: It’s Getting Hot in Here! 
Year 6:  I wander! I wonder! 
 
New Staff 
Mrs Dracott finished at Little Stoke yesterday after a fantastic two terms covering Thursday and Fridays whilst we 
appointed our new deputy. We are very grateful for her hard work and good humour and the excellent support 
she has contributed to the year 6 team.  After Christmas, Chris Jelf begins as our new Deputy Head. He will have a 
range of responsibilities around school, including teaching two days a week in year 6. Do say hello to him when 
you see him. He will be out the front of the school most mornings. 
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We have also now appointed a maternity cover teacher for Year 1. Julia Wynn is an experienced teacher and is 
looking forward to joining our staff officially from January 14th. There will be a week’s overlap before Miss  
Lancaster begins her maternity leave which will enable a smooth transition to take place. 
 
We are very happy to welcome three other new members of staff to our team at Little Stoke. Kelly Lockwood and 
Beverley Ball will be working one to one with individual pupils and Tina Palmer has joined our lunchtime team. 
We are happy to have them join us. 
 
Fire! Fire! 
As part of their theme ‘People Who Help Us’, EYFS had a visit from the Avon Fire                                                         
and Rescue Service. The children enjoyed looking at the fire engine and asking                                                           
some interesting questions about the job. Obviously, sirens played a large                                                                                     
part in the proceedings! 
 
Morning Transition 
We would like to try to make our morning transition a little smoother and safer                                                          so 
over the next term and will be trialling a number of ideas.  
Key Stage 1 
From the 8th January all key stage 1 children will be received through the classroom doors. If you need                                                                            
to have a very quick word with the TA or teacher you will still be able to do so.   TAs will be available to help with 
children’s transition into school.  
Key Stage 2  
We would ask that you either leave your children at the front door or in the reception area. This area is always 
staffed so you know your children are safe once they are inside.  If you have a message for the class teacher, this 
can be passed onto myself, Mr Jelf, Mrs Pittaway or Mrs Abrahams. If you need a longer meeting with us in the 
morning, we will ask you to wait a few minutes so we are able to receive other messages from parents. 
 
This is common practice in most schools as it: 

 enables school to closely monitor who is coming into the building and is considered good safeguarding 
practice 

 helps children make a quicker start to morning learning and builds important independence with older 
children  

I would stress that parents are always welcome in our school and we will always see you to discuss concerns or 
aspects of your children’s learning, usually on the same day. Appointments can be made through the school office 
or by talking to your child’s teacher at the end of the day. This is the best time to talk to staff as in the morning 
teachers are focusing on beginning lessons. As ever, our priority is to focus on the safety of your children. We will 
trial this for a few weeks and then ask for your views on any issues which arise. We will also discuss transitions at 
Parent Contact Group which will be restarting after Christmas. We will continue to welcome parents into school 
to celebration assemblies, learning events, class parent events , forest school, tales by torchlight, concerts, 
parents evenings and meetings and as reading volunteers to name but a few. 
 
Tales by Torchlight 
Our popular Tales by Torchlight is on Wednesday 23rd of January. Children are invited to come back to school in 
their pyjamas for stories by torchlight and hot chocolate in the classroom. By popular request we will make sure 
there is also hot chocolate for adults in the hall in addition to coffee, tea and biscuits! The evening will begin at 
6.00pm and finish by 7.00pm at the very latest. Do come along and join us. 
 
Many I take this opportunity to thank you all for your support over the last term and to wish you all every 
happiness as you celebrate the festive season with family and friends. See you all on Tuesday January 8th. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
Anne Sargent 
Head Teacher                                                                                                                     

 

 


