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                                                                                              July 12th 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I wanted to write to you all before the end of term to share a few of the positive things that have happened this year and 

to give you a bit of information going forward. 

It feels important to share some of the significant steps we have made in a year where everything has changed and we have 

only been together for part of the year. On the second page of this letter, I have listed some of the good news! I hope you 

enjoy reading this. 

We have also had several changes this year on our Governing Body: 

 Steve Wells, who has been chair for seven years, has decided to step down. He will remain on the Governing Body 

until the end of September and then retire fully. He has been an amazing ambassador for Little Stoke and a 

consistent support and advisor over the years including two positive Ofsted inspections and a Head Teacher 

recruitment drive. He has also been a huge support to me personally in my role of Head Teacher. We will say a 

proper thank you next term but just to say he will sorely missed by Governors, staff and parents.  

 June Wilkinson has also stepped down from her role as Clerk to the Governors. She has also served the Governing 

Body for a similar length of time and we are very sorry to see her go. June has agreed to stay on as an Associate 

Governor and we will be happy to retain her wisdom and expertise.  

 Lesley Machin has also decided to end her term as a Governor. She has supported us through for many years 

(Ofsteds and recruitment included) as well as working as a supply teacher for us. The Governing Body will also miss 

her educational knowledge and advice. 

We have been very fortunate in having had a long period with very little change in Governors. However, change is inevitable 

and I am pleased to tell you that we have very skilled people who are willing to step into these roles. I am very happy to let 

you know that Scott Pells has now taken on the role of Chair of Governors with Kirstie Wilmot is acting as Vice Chair and 

also Chair of the Staffing and Curriculum Committee. Stuart Mills will be chairing the Building and Finance Committee. 

Annette Pittaway has taken on the Clerk’s job and Heather Roche has also now joined us as an associate governor. We are 

very lucky that so many great people are willing to take on these roles and contribute so much to school. 

We are very grateful for the time and professionalism that our governors show in fulfilling all their very significant roles. 

Their contribution, in no small way, enables to school to continue to develop and improve strategically. I am forever 

humbled by their selfless generosity, giving up evenings and combining visits and meetings with sometimes very busy 

schedules and all on a voluntary basis. I would like to extend my thanks to them all. 

This has undoubtedly been a challenging and unpredictable four months! I would like to finally say a huge thank you to all 

our parents and carers of children across every year group. It has been overwhelming to hear your responses to this crisis 

in terms of supporting your children with home learning, keeping in touch with school and the many positive 

communications you have sent to us which have encouraged staff and lifted spirits. This is truly amazing at a time when you 

have had you own challenges to cope with. We feel very privileged in having you as part of our community. Thank you all. 

We are all looking forward to welcoming everyone back in September. I will send a letter giving further details about this 

nearer the time when there is a clearer picture of guidelines but I anticipate that, with the exception of slightly staggered 

pick up and drop off times, life at school will be returning a little nearer to normal! Have a wonderful summer. I hope you 

all manage to reconnect with family and friends and enjoy some relaxing times together. 

Yours sincerely, 

Anne Sargent 
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 As a school community we have successfully navigated through some of the most challenging months in 

our history. We have safely integrated over half the school back in, supported our key worker and 

vulnerable children and ensured that everyone has stayed safe. 

 Our dedicated staff team have looked after children and families both in school and at home, made 

hundreds of phone calls, provided interesting learning and linked with children through emails and virtual 

platforms. They have delivered learning packs, food parcels and ensured that school vouchers are 

received. Staff have supported families in crisis and worked through holidays to ensure this provision is 

consistent. 

 Our wonderful parents have expertly home schooled their children and found creative and interesting 

ways of engaging with their children and keeping their children engaged in learning. 

 We have successfully been awarded the Primary Science Quality Mark Gilt Award, the result of over a 

year of innovative strategic work in Science across the school, expertly lead by Miss Southcott and 

supported by Miss Hull. 

 Miss Griffiths has worked hard to attain her Middle Leadership qualification. Miss Roche has also become 

a fully trained Forest School Practictioner. 

 We now have a brand new resource hub at the centre of our school. This will provide much needed 

meetings rooms for families and visiting professionals, a base for our family worker and SENDCO and a 

central area for small group work, particularly in Science. We will invite you in to have a look as soon as 

we are able. 

 Our fantastic FOLs group have planned and coordinated events which have raised an amazing £6500. This 

has helped revolutionise our technology in school, helping to purchase 32 new laptops, two trolleys and 

two brand new smart boards in classes. It has paid for our famous rocket visit last November as well as 

additional science and cookery equipment. 

 Karen Pells and Angela Morey have successfully obtained a grant for £2000 which, with a contribution 

from FOLS, will mean we can revolutionise our growing garden area. This will be re-launched next term 

and allow us to grow produce for use in the school and the community as well as being a valuable resource 

to teach children about plant growth, plant reproduction and where food originates from. 

 In the midst of Covid-19, we have had two successful recruitment drives resulting in us appointing Hannah 

Vaughan and Catrin Evans, two excellent teacher to join our team. 

 Although our usual Easter celebrations were curtailed, we held our ever successful Red Tie Choir Carols 

by Candlelight concerts, entertained the public at Willowbrook, John Lewis and The Three Brooks 

 We ran two successful clothes drives. We hope to revive these next year. 

 We have revised and regenerated our curriculum and have exciting new themes for next academic year. 

 Little Apples, a fantastic new pre-school, will be opening in our grounds from September. We look forward 

to working very closely with them. 

 In September we will be re-engaging children with learning through our Re-Discovery Curriculum. As well 

as focussing on skills work in English and Maths, designed to bridge any gaps which may be apparent, we 

have planned afternoons of interactive learning around the strands of: belonging, participation, 

collaboration and resilience. We will tell you more about this in September. 

 We look forward to welcoming 30 new children into EYFS in September! 


